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1. INTRODUCTION
Ghana has attained Lower Middle Income Status since 2010. , However, the transformation of its economy – such that it can sustain its economic and social progress – has not kept pace. Progress has been inhibited by developments in its macro-economy, particularly rising debt levels. Incidentally, Ghana’s growth over the years has not reached its potential in terms of inclusivity too. Even though poverty has fallen over the years there are some significant disparities along a variety of spatial and social axes. The incidence of deprivation in the three northern regions is more profound than the southern regions. There are also deprivations amongst gender and working class. It is for this reason that the programme for the period under review sought change encapsulated in a proposed theory of change which is stated as “Growth which is inclusive will increase economic opportunities for segments of the Ghanaian society who currently do not benefit fully from economic growth. For this to happen, development (social, economic and political) should be more equitable and sustainable. Equitable and sustainable development can be possible only if development planning and management is inclusive and evidence based, with the citizenry, particularly the deprived and vulnerable, participating in the process”. 
2. OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED OUTPUTS:

The Annual Workplan on “Promoting Inclusive Growth and Development” sought to consolidate and deepen the work and collaborations aimed at providing advisory services, through leadership and enhancing institutional capacities within MDAs and MMDAs with a view to supporting Ghana’s attainment of the MDGs. It also sought to enhance opportunities for productive employment and income generation for the extreme poor, especially for women and youth. To this end, the Annual Work Plan had six strategic areas of focus with expected outputs: 
· Enhancing the evidence-base and strengthening capacities for development planning and management;

· MDGs, Inequalities and promotion of structural transformation in the lead up to 2015; 
· Enhancing access to data: explore open data repository and access to information;

· Policy options and support to Institutional Development Transformation; 

· Enhancing productive capacities for inclusive and sustainable growth;

· Supporting Development Dialogues and South – South Exchanges
Over the period, the IP with collaboration from the RPs sought to and achieved the implementation of activities relating to:
· Supporting the Fieldwork on the sixth round of the Ghana Demographic and Health Survey (GDHS 2014) with the completion of the field work in terms of the data collection (which was carried out over a 12 month period) and commenced the report preparation process. 

· Supporting the preparation and dissemination of a successor to the Ghana Shared Growth and Development Agenda (GSGDA), GSGDA II, which has been completed and launched; 
· Supporting the development of the Northern Savannah HDR: beyond the averages. The document is at the final stages of completion;  
· Supported the Ministry of Trade and Industry in the GCX roll out and implementation; the Legislative Instrument is currently awaiting Cabinet approval and implementation is expected to begin on the construction of a number of warehouses as part of the roll out process.  
3. PARTNERS REPORTS ON PROGRESS TOWARDS ACHIEVING ANNUAL OBJECTIVES
i. GHANA STATISTICAL SERVICE (GSS)

The purpose of the UNDP support to GSS under this AWP was to build capacity to produce high quality data (disaggregated by sex, age, geography and other variables) for evidenced-based planning, and monitoring and evaluation. The specific objectives for the capacity building was to support the implementation of the Ghana Living Standards Survey Round six (GLSS6) and census data analysis and dissemination to guide and enhance policy and programme formulation for inclusive growth.
The support was to enable the GSS to conduct the Ghana Demographic and Health Survey (GDHS 2014). The Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) is an international household survey programme designed to collect statistically sound, internationally comparable estimates of key indicators that are used to assess the situation of women in the reproductive age in the areas of population, health, and nutrition. DHS also provides a tool to monitor progress towards national goals and global commitments aimed at promoting the welfare of children, including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
The pre-test of survey instruments was carried out from 8th to 28th June, 2014 by GSS in collaboration with ICF Macro International and Ghana Health Service and funded by UNDP.  Twenty (20) participants were involved in the pretest; made up of 15 interviewers and 5 Biomarkers. There were six (6) trainers and three (3) officers from ICF Macro International, USA to provide technical support. Facilitators from National Malaria Control Programme, Ghana Aids Commission and Ghana Health Service were present to support training on Malaria and use of long lasting treated net, reproductive and child health issues and HIV programmes respectively. The pre-test was basically to test the flow and content of the questionnaires and the methodology. It was also to test interviewer work load to enable the final determination for the main field work.

Data collection was done, between September and December, with questionnaires captured by the editor on the field using the Computer Assisted Field Editing (CAFÉ) Method. The CAFÉ system allows instant transfer of the captured data into a server where one could analyze and provide feedback to the teams on the field where necessary. In all, 25 Teams each made up of a supervisor, an editor, two female interviewers, one male interviewer, two biomarkers and a driver carried out the field work.

	OBJECTIVE


	

	Expected  Output
	Planned 
	Actual (Achievements) 
	Variations

(Outstanding)
	Reasons
	Recommendations

	
	Activities
	Budget
	Activities
	Disbursed
	
	
	

	Data for GDHS report ready


	1. Undertake pre-test of survey instruments
	$75,000
	Pre-testing undertaken in June 2014
	$75,000
	-
	
	

	Data for GDHS report ready


	2. undertake field work and data processing  
	$50,109
	Field work and data processing carried out
	$50,109
	
	
	

	
	Validation of assessment results of the Civil Registration and Vital Statistics System in Ghana
	$38,135
	Validation workshop carried out to analyze the findings of each recommended action, compiling a list of accepted actions based on a set of criteria and validating the findings and conclusions with stakeholders.


	$38,135
	 
	
	


ii. MINISTRY OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY
As part of efforts to create an orderly, transparent, and efficient marketing system for Ghana’s key agricultural commodities to promote agricultural investment and enhance productivity, which was one of the key objectives of the Ghana Trade Policy, the Government committed itself to the establishment of a Ghana Commodity Exchange (GCX) and associated Warehouse Receipt System (WRS) to encourage market access and fair returns for smallholder farmers, and to facilitate the formalization of informal agricultural trading activities. The commitment was made in the 2009 and 2010 budget statements respectively.

In August 2009, a feasibility study towards the establishment of a Commodity Exchange in Ghana was completed under the Financial Sector Strategic Plan as part of the Economic Management and Capacity Building (EMCB) Project. In January 2011, a National Technical Committee (NTC) chaired by Ministry of Trade and Industry, which was given Cabinet approval to facilitate the establishment of the GCX and associated Warehouse Receipt System (WRS), was constituted. The NTC successfully facilitated the drafting of a legal framework for the GCX and WRS by 2012. 
The project office is currently being funded by the Government of Ghana and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), who are supporting the project office with salaries of three (3) staff.. 

Key activities carried out in the year under review include:

· Investor meetings to conclude negotiations on a new draft Commitment Letter following the decision of the International Finance Corporation (IFC) to be part of the consortium and UT Bank to opt out of the Consortium.
· Commenced negotiations with Sivoko Steel Structures Ghana Limited, the company selected after the bidding process to partner the Ghana Commodity Exchange (GCX) Project to finance, build and lease warehouses to augment the operations of the GCX.
· Prepared a Project Design Phase Document and presented same to EDAIF for approval to commence the Design and Build of the GCX Entity.

· Reviewed and facilitated the signing of a Technical Partnership Agreement between the Government of Ghana represented by the Ministry of Trade and Industry and Eleni consultancy (Mauritius) Limited to enable Eleni consultancy ( Mauritius ) Limited take a Technical Partnership role in the design phase of the project
iii. NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING COMMISSION (NDPC)

The lack of an effective data collection, storage and distribution system to underpin vital decision-making processes impacts on national development planning efforts. This deficiency is compounded by the fact that there is no national development model for planning and budgeting. These are required to improve accountability and transparency of Government’s decision-making process.
The purpose of the NDPC programme for 2014 was to assess Ghana’s performance with the attainment of the MDGs before the end year of 2015 and also to ensure that preparatory work is completed to pave the way for operationalization of a planning model.
The 2014 Annual Work Plan (AWP) thus made provision for the National Development Planning Commission (NDPC) to prepare a planning model as well as the preparation of the 2013 Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  The 2013 MDGs Report becomes the sixth in the series of Ghana MDGs Report. This is a follow-up to the progress made since the last report was prepared in 2010. The 2013 report will make informed projections on the likelihood of Ghana attaining the MDGs using the target and indicators formulated in the MDG document 

Below is the current status of activities implemented during the period.
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	Expected  Output
	Planned 
	Actual (Achievements) 
	Variations

(Outstanding)
	Reasons
	Recommendations

	
	Activities
	Budget
	Activities
	Disbursed
	
	
	

	2013 National MDG Report
Road Map for developing a Long term Planning Model for NDPC
	Prepare and disseminate 2013 MDG National MDG report
	$50,000
	Data gathering completed with consultative meetings held with relevant stakeholders. First draft report expected during first quarter of 2015
	Empty?
	-comemnts?
	
	

	
	Costing framework for GSGDA II
	$28,000
	Work currently on-going with an expected draft framework during first quarter of 2015
	$28,000
	
	
	


MINISTRY OF FINANCE

	OBJECTIVE


	

	Expected  Output
	Planned 
	Actual (Achievements) 
	Variations

(Outstanding)
	Reasons
	Recommendations

	
	Activities
	Budget
	Activities
	Disbursed
	
	
	

	Ghana Aid Policy and Strategy Finalized


	support the implementation of the Ghana Aid Policy and Strategy through sensitization of key stakeholders and the development of operational guidelines
	$30,000
	Not completed
	$
	$30,000
	Aid policy document awaiting Cabinet Approval
	

	Report on Development Effectiveness and Aid Transparency 


	 Support the implementation of the DaO Action Plan by assisting in the establishment and operations of the Steering Committee
	$20,000
	Number of stakeholder meetings organised culminating in the setting up of both the Technical and Steering Committee to see to the implementation of agreed actions
	$
	
	
	

	
	Participate in global/regional aid development effectiveness meetings
	$15,000
	Participated in a number of development effectiveness meetings to share our experiences and gain knowledge from other country experiences. The meetings include:

· UNDCF meetings in New York

· Mexico High Level meeting

· Korea GPEDC meeting
	$
	
	
	

	
	Support Coordination of AWPs to enhance implementation and synergies 
	$25,000
	Organised an inception meeting to take RPs through the process of the procurement, M&E and financial administration
Half year review meetings organised to ascertain status of implementation of various AWPs 

Undertook two field monitoring exercises
	$
	 
	
	


4. EMERGING ISSUES AND LESSONS LEARNT (OPPORTUNITIES & CHALLENGES)

i. Having the supported the GSS in the conduct of the survey has opened up opportunities for other Development Partners in the country to pledge support to the other activities being implemented by the Ghana Statistical Service;
ii. Implementation time: Delivery and operationalization of AWPs

iii. Reporting 

iv. Resource re-allocation for effective delivery

THE INCLUSIVE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT CLUSTER UTILIZED AN AMOUNT OF ….... OUT OF THE ALLOCATED AMOUNT OF ………. WHICH REPRESENTS 99% DELIVERY RATE. 






